Plenary Sessions 27th April

13.30 Uhr – Welcome to WS3

Wolfgang welcomed the partnership and gave an overview of the project’s progress: 

Status Quo of RENREN – Component 1 (for more information see SC minutes and ppt slides of SC minutes and of “Reporting requirements”):

1. 2nd Progress report submitted 1st April ‘11

· Currently waiting for JTS’ feedback

· Underspending of > 400.000 EUR (claimed: app. 460.000 EUR)

· Audit (=2nd level control) by Ernst & Young ( March ’11)

· Land Schleswig-Holstein & Navarre region 

· Waiting for audit report (comment: Draft audit report was received 3rd May, since then clarification phase is going on)

2. Next progress report: 3rd PR (Jan.-Jun. ’11), deadline for individual progress reports: 15th August

Status Quo of RENREN – Component 2:
· Joint EUSEW-event with MORE4NRG in Brussels: 14th April ’11

· LP: Presentation at Renewable Energy 2011 conference in Sittard-Geleen 29th March 2011

· Planned: Regional dissemination events by

· Castilla y Leon Energy Agency

· Lodz region

· Planned: LP presentation at European Institute for Public Administration seminar 15th June 2011

· Promotion at external event by ADETIM 7th - 9th July (RO Energy Fair in Bucharest)

· All RENREN partners are asked to let Wolfgang and Jennifer know if you promote RENREN!

· RENREN Flyer finalised & printed, first distributed on 14th April 2011

· 2nd & 3rd Newsletter – not yet finalised

· Communication officer Puy needs more email addresses for the newsletter. Those who have not delivered email addresses are asked to send contacts to dompermi@jcyl.es
· Mid-term brochure: Planned for June-Dec.’11

· Videoclip production: Activities started, the Core group “Video production” from Kiel University of Applied Sciences started working, see plenary session

· Website: Visits on website: Monthly average: 486, thereof only a few RENREN partners, Objective: 600

Status Quo Component 3
The following workshops and on-site visits are planned:

1. On-site visits:

· Lodz Region, Poland: 6.-8. Juni  `11

· Westfjords, Iceland: in the week of 19th-23rd September (four days, beginning day will be fixed later) `11. A one-page outline of the planned agenda was given out to the workshop participants by Wolfgang Schulz. The following partners showed interest in attending this on-site visit: Andalucia Energy Agency, Usti region, ADETIM, Schleswig-Holstein, Cyprus Institute of Energy, Welsh Assembly Government and Central Macedonia. The other partners shall give feedback to Wolfgang Schulz and Adalsteinn Oscarsson.

· Castilla y Leon: 18-20th October 2011 (change with Wales). The following partners showed interest in attending this on-site visit: Navarre region, Andalucia Energy Agency, ADETIM, Schleswig-Holstein and Lodz.

2. Workshop 4:

Timis, Romania: November 11 (probably second week of November, maybe 9th -11th Nov. 2011)
Introduction 
Wolfgang reminded the plenary of what RENREN wants to achieve by end of 2012:

Main outputs by Dec. 2012 are:

· 2 sets of policy recommendations (learning/expert)

· 40 good practices, 30 bottlenecks identified

· 15 good practices transferred

· RES development monitoring tool
The focus shall now be more on good practices and solutions tackling the bottlenecks than on bottlenecks themselves, also due to the fact that good practices are the deliverables which count for the JTS. Many of the delivered good practice papers had not fulfilled the criteria of a good practice. 

Reminder:

Definition Good or best practice: A regional governments initiative (e.g. methodologies, projects, processes, techniques) wwhich has proved successful and can be transferred to a different geographic area.

A high number of microgeneration installations for geothermal heat as a result of good geographical conditions or of national legislation is not a region’s good practice. However, as soon as the regional authority itself has contributed to fostering microgeneration installations, for instance with the help of consultancy services free of charge, better information policy for interested households or by using funds to facilitate these installations, it can be referred to as a good or best practice.

A mere plan of a regional authority to do something is not a good practice either. There must have been complete actions in the region in order to count as a good practice.

For each good practice, the excel template from the INTERREG IVC JTS shall be filled in. This template also requires the specification of results and outputs as well as the timeline of the good practice and a contact person.

Definition of transfer (note: This definition was inserted by Jennifer when writing the minutes)

Transfer of good practices 

Concrete measure: The initiation of a pilot project or through the adoption of a certain methodology by this other partner can be considered as a transfer. The dissemination of good practices or the intention of a partner to adopt a new practice is not sufficient to consider the practice as transferred.
Introduction Topic 2 - Permits & compliance

Wolfgang briefly outlined the main sub-themes which shall be addressed by the RENREN partnership under this Topic according to the approved INTERREG IVC Application form:
· streamlining approval procedures (one-stop shops, agency coordination, staff training, signposting for developers)

· compliance with EU & national legislation: RES in environmental protection areas; meeting air quality rules (biomass); other sustainability criteria

· dealing with stakeholder conflicts (multiple users of land, sea, or built environment)

· microgeneration & energy performance of buildings (EU objective of reducing building emissions)

Plenary presentations: 

Main results Topic 2 - Permits & compliance  

Per WG and discussion

Due to redundancies with Agreed actions, this part is not summarized here but can be read in the Annex to these minutes.

Jennifer Meinicke, Investitionsbank Schleswig-Holstein

Reporting requirements
Please refer to the pdf documents of the SC Meeting and of the Reporting requirements. For questions, please get in touch with me.

Alexandra Waldmann, Freiburg Working Group for RENREN

First results comparative analysis

Alexander gave a presentation about first (non-official) results from the comparative analysis, see powerpoint presentation available on the website.

Some pieces of information and indications on indicators were questioned by a few RENREN partners, because they showed poor performance or because the Freiburg Working Group had not received and not found relevant data, or because the data were not comparable or were lacking information. 

To do by end of June 2011 for all RENREN partners: If you do not agree with the indications of the presentation, get into contact with Alexandra Waldmann or her colleagues by end of June. It is envisaged to publish the results of the comparative analysis, hence all partners have an interest that all the Freiburg Working Group for RENREN has all relevant data.
Andrea Molnar (Bay Zoltan Research Foundation): 

First results on RES Monitoring Tool

Andrea summarized what had been discussed by the RENREN partners in the morning. The list of indicators had been too long and that it was too difficult to find these data at regional level.

Therefore, there will be two phases of the tool. The first will be to get the minimum data (everyone tries to collect), the 2nd one will be dedicated to more extended data.

It is planned to concentrate on two blocks of indicators for the first phase:

· 1st installed capacity 

· 2nd energy produced out of this installed capacity. (e.g. of installed solar collectors). 

Indicators regarding energy consumption were eliminated, as they were regarded as unnecessary, and so were indicators concerning employees. Claudia Visse suggested the additional indicator: percentage of produced RES according to the total energy used in the region (EU-wide Objective for 2020 reads 20 %).

Indicators on import, export and potential will be discussed whether to be part of the second phase, as well as CO2 emissions. The external expert Alexandra Waldmann has already gathered some quantitative data – two deadlines. 

Next steps:

Andrea will prepare an updated list of indicators. Alexandra Waldmann will send Andrea the data she already has. Andrea will feed these data into the monitoring tool by the end of May 2011. Following this, Andrea will send out an email to the partners, who shall comment on the tool and complement the data by 15 th July 2011. Parallel to this, by the end of May, Andrea will send updated list to everybody and everyone has 6 weeks to react to this first set of data.

Topic 2

List of Final Actions agreed by the plenary

The following good practices shall be summarized in a paper, if not happened yet, by 30th June 2011.
	Subject (sector – pls indicate if not of general nature)
	Transfer from
	Transfer to
	Bottleneck(s) addressed

	Small hydro power  (recovery/feasibility study (by Andalucia Energy Agency) 
	Andalucia Energy Agency, Westfjords, Welsh Assembly Governments
	Wales, Cyprus, Usti
	Develop resources

	Zoning wind energy onshore wind energy (by Schleswig-Holstein & Welsh Assembly Government)
	Schleswig-Holstein,

Welsh Assembly Government
	?Maybe Spanish regions other than Spanish partners?


	Potential, acceptance

	Marine Energy Strategy (by Welsh Assembly Government)
	Welsh Assembly Government
	Schleswig-Holstein, Westfjords, Pays de la Loire
	

	Streamlining approval procedure
	Castilla y Leon Energy Agency, Cyprus
	Timis 
	Exchange data & environmental criteria, align comments on EU policies 

	Geothermal project, planning phase
	Usti region
	Castilla y Leon
	Will not be continued

	Influencing national legislation (by Jämtland region)
	Jämtland region
	Policy recommendations shall consider this aspect, can help influence national governments.
	A precondition is that the national government is open.

	Free parking for fossil free cars (biogas and bio ethanol, by Jämtland region)
	Jämtland region, Schleswig-Holstein, 
	Central Macedonia
	

	Regional RES strategy/RES plan
	Schleswig-Holstein region

Navarre region

Cyprus Institute of Energy

Jämtlland region

Andalucia Energy Agency

Welsh Assembly Government

Castilla y Leon 
Energy Agency


	Usti

Pays dela Loire

Timis

Lodz

Bay Zoltan Research Foundation/North Hungary


	

	Subject (sector – pls indicate if not of general nature)
	Transfer from
	Transfer to?
	Bottleneck(s) addressed?

	Simplification of administrative procedures
	Cyprus, Welsh Assembly Government
	
	Procedures are too long

	Support large hydro (i.e. public acceptance = controversal issue in RENREN) (Westfjords, Jämtland)


	Westfjords
	Wales
	


The following bottlenecks shall be summarized in a paper, if not done yet:

	Subject (sector – pls indicate if not of general nature)
	Transferable?
	Cross-cutting?
	Best practice answer

	Fossils in RES
	
	
	Solution takes time

	Lack of information regarding grid capacity


	Yes
	
	WG3? Will try to find a solution

	RES quotas (Spain)
	Spanish regions
	
	Limited, falls within national legislation

	Growing distances for feedstock weakens efficiency/economy (Jämtland) 


	
	
	Solution?

	National strategies with mining industry in contradiction to RES development (Usti)


	
	
	BPE??? Castilla y Leon

	No national legislation for RES (N. Hungary)


	
	
	Solution?

	Geothermal as resource is defined as RES but the extraction is mining (N. Hungary, Andalusia)
	
	
	Solution?


The following policy recommendations were agreed upon:

Recommendations for the national government (suggested by Jämtland) for 
·  higher taxes on fossils 

·  faster development of  fossil free biofuels

·  production of renewable electricity for true electrical vehicles  

Simplified proceedures  (Jämtland, Cyprus, shared by the Spanish partners from Castilla y Leon, Andalucia, Navarre)
· one-stop shops 

· communication requirements in applications
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Topic 3 

Fostering job market development, RTD and innovation

Conclusion of main results and agreements 

Topic 3 consists of the following sub-topics, according to the RENREN Application form:

· supporting winning innovation (cluster management/support; cooperation between regional governments & research institutions/industry)

· jobs (capitalising on opportunities from renewables for the regional job market)

· education (supporting universities / colleges to plug skills gap for RES industry; supporting training/availability of installers and technicians)

Results Topic 3 Fostering job market development, RTD and innovation: 

The following good practices and bottlenecks shall be summarized in a one-page document, if not done so far. The partners mentioned under “Transfer to” shall study these papers and sort out possibilities of transfer with the partners named under “Transfer from”.

The partners having named clusters shall send the contact details (names, telephone numbers, email addresses) of the clusters’ main contacts who are coordinating the clusters to Thomas Engelke, by 30th June 2011. Thomas will merge them into a list of contact details.

The deadline for the papers is end of June. Please send them to your WG Leader.

To dos Good practices Topic 3 – Fostering Job Market, RTD and innovation 

	Subject (sector – pls indicate if not of general nature)
	Transfer from?
	Transfer to?
	Bottleneck(s) addressed?

	Cluster, co-operation between stakeholders, education
	Lodz
	Jämtland, 

Central Macedonia,

Bay Zoltan Research Foundation (North Hungary)
	

	Cluster, RES, SME


	North Hungary
	Timis (ADETIM),

Lodz
	

	Cluster, RES, SME, bioenergy


	North Hungary
	Timis (ADETIM)

Lodz
	

	Technological park (PV) 


	ADETIM
	Cyprus
	

	Coordinative approach for setting up Energy  management association/energy cluster (ROSENC)
	Timis
	 
	 

	Regional innovation platform
	Pays de la Loire
	 
	 

	Bioenergy oriented forestry
	Jämtland 
	Catilla y Leon

Usti
	 

	Centre of excellence, biomass
	Schleswig-Holstein
	Jämtland
	 

	Technological platform „Bioplat“


	Castilla y Leon
	Navarre
	 

	Solar platform Almeria
	Andalucia Energy Agency
	
	

	Solar cluster
	Navarre
	
	

	PV cluster
	Castilla y Leon Energy Agency
	
	

	Cluster management windcomm
	Schleswig-Holstein
	Welsh Assembly Government
	

	List of co-ordinates of cluster managers
	Extra: All partners with clusters
	
	

	Marine energy strategy - – Job creation, innovation, tidal and wave energy


	Wales
	Pays de la Loire

Schleswig-Holstein

Andalucia Energy Agency


	

	Study marine infrastructure
	Wales
	Pays de la Loire

Cyprus


	

	Study wind energy ressources
	Pays de la Loire
	Wales
	

	Certification of installers (=guarantee for the quality of installations)
	Pays de la Loire
	Castilla y Leon
	

	Curricula for university education and vocational training
	Timis (ADETIM)
	
	

	Solar thermal installations on hospitals
	Castilla y Leon
	Cyprus
	

	PV installations on schools and military
	Cyprus
	
	

	Wind turbine test laboratory (LEA) on onshore wind (=research facility for companies)
	Navarre
	Cyprus, Schleswig-Holstein
	

	FINO 3 wind research platform
	Schleswig-Holstein
	
	


To Do’s: Bottlenecks Topics 3
	Subject
	From?
	
	

	Adaptation of industries to wind offshore development 
	Andalucia Energy Agency
	
	Transferring the marine energy strategy from Wales in the offshore wind sector

	Lack of offshore wind cluster
	Wales
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Ideas for Topic 4 – Finance and incentives

Topic 4: Finance & incentives, e.g.:

· financial instruments for RES development in regions (grant mechanisms for clusters, take-up incentives (tax relief, metering, feed-in tariffs), EU structural funds for innovation)

· economics of microgeneration in different settings (implications for subsidy mechanisms & citizens’ advice)

· financial obstacles to RES development in regions (equality of grid access / transmission charges, permit costs, grid development costs)

· supporting high risk RES developments & emerging technologies. 
The partners named under “Who” are asked to provide a good practice paper by September 2011 to their WG Leaders.

	Subject (sector – pls indicate if not of general nature)
	Who?

	Financial incentives regional scheme
	Andalucia Energy Agency

Jämtland 


	Socio economic impact of RES
	Andalucia Energy Agency


	Energy services company scheme (ESCO approach, also called contracting)
	Castilla y Leon Energy Agency


	Credit/loan programmes by banks
	Schleswig-Holstein

Cyprus


	Feed-in tarifs – regional dimension/influence
	Schleswig-Holstein

Castilla y Leon Energy Agency


	Making use of EU funds, for example structural funds
	Schleswig-Holstein

Castilla y Leon Energy Agency

Lodz

Cyprus

Usti


	Grand mechanisms for RES clusters
	Bay Zoltan Research Foundation (North Hungary)

	Regional call for RES proposals result in competition
	Pays de la Loire

	Point system for selling ground (ecocitya of Sarriguren)
	Navarra

	Define criteria for giving subsidies for RES
	Castilla y Leon Energy Agency

	Feed in tarifs – prices / adverts
	Cyprus

	Financial guarantees & securities by the regional government
	Castilla y Leon Energy Agency

	Financial incentives regional scheme 
	Cyprus

	Awards: Competition (call for best projects)
	Cyprus

	Promoting the scheme of cooperatives to overcome financial bottlenecks In Schleswig-Holstein (e.g. for solar parks)
	Schleswig-Holstein

	Fund fed by all electricity comsumers – RES CENT
	Cyprus

	Non financial incentives, for example, public procurement
	All: Please think about good practices in green public procurement or other good practices!




Further non-financial incentive:

· Castilla y Leon Energy Agency (information from Rafael Cupido) included in the draft Biomass Plan, which has been approved by the region, technical instruction to include biomass boiler in buildings support by social housing policies. 

· Urbanistic plans (plans for new buildings are controlled and approved by the regional government) Better evaluation if the main installation is a biomass boiler

( Rafael, will you draft a good practice paper on this?
Annex: Plenary presentations: 

Main results Topic 2 - Permits & compliance  

Per WG and discussion

1. WG 1- Wind & water - WG Deputy Leader: Wolfgang Schulz – Topic 2 

WG 1 had discussed

· which instruments – permits & Compliance – they could use for supporting marine energy and small hydro power (Examples from Wales and Andalusia) and if it was possible to transfer the instruments to another region

· if the best practice "Zoning wind energy" could be a model transferable to other regions. (Examples from Wales and Schleswig-Holstein)

· if they could find solutions and best practice for described bottlenecks (Example: Procedures, stakeholder conflicts and acceptance)

· what can they could do to streamline approval procedures for onshore wind energy, small and big hydro power, marine energy and offshore wind energy

· if there were bottlenecks to influencing national legislation and which possibilities there were to influence the national government (Best practice example from Jämtland –WG 2) – if they could build up a lobbying?

Results Topic 2: Transferable and cross-cutting good practices

	Subject (sector – pls indicate if not of general nature)
	Possible

to

transfer?
	cross-cutting?
	Bottleneck(s) addressed?
	Transfer to?

	Small hydro power feasibility study (by Andalucia Energy Agency) 
	Yes
	Yes
	Develop resources
	Wales, Cyprus

	Zoning wind energy onshore wind energy (by Schleswig-Holstein & Welsh Assembly Government)
	Yes
	Yes


	Potential, acceptance
	Spanish regions

	Marine Energy Strategy (by Welsh Assembly Government)
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Maybe Schleswig-Holstein

	Streamlining approval procedure
	Yes
	Yes
	Must be done, but regional conditions vary & must be considered. Data & environmental criteria can be exchanged, comments on EU policies aligned (in the offshore wind sector this is possible, as legislation is under development)
	

	Influencing national legislation (by Jämtland region)
	
	Yes
	A precondition is that the national government is open.
	Policy recommendations shall consider this aspect, can help influence national governments.


2. WG 2 – Geothermal & biomass, WG Leader: Ulf von Sydow 

Results Topic 2: Best practices

	Subject (sector – pls indicate if not of general nature)
	Possible

to

transfer?
	cross-cutting?
	Bottleneck(s) addressed?

	Geothermal project; in planning phase (by Usti region)
	Not easy to judge, possibly not transferable
	
	

	Influence on national legislation, acting forerunner (by Jämtland region) regarding energy and climate strategy, done in a process with different stakeholders
	
	
	

	Free parking for fossil free cars (biogas and bio ethanol, by Jämtland region)
	
	With Schleswig-Holstein
	


Results Topic 2: Bottlenecks

	Subject (sector – pls indicate if not of general nature)
	Possible

to

transfer?
	cross-cutting?
	Bottleneck(s) addressed?
	Transfer to?

	Usti: No regional strategy
	
	
	
	RENREN-partners can possibly share experiences upon specific requests.

Timis might have a BP answer to this Bottleneck (grouping relevant actors)

	Jämtland: Fossils in RES logistics. Jämtland is fossil free and exports RES but needs fossils to do this.
	
	
	Solution on its way but takes time. The 2nd generation of biofuels is partly developed but commercial volumes are a bottleneck. Necessary to change more in the CO2-taxes.
	


First results for policy recommendations Topic 2 – Permits and compliance:

· Influence on national government for higher taxes on fossils and use the income to foster the development of fossil free biofuels (and production of renewable electricity for true electrical vehicles)  
· Simplified proceedures (one-stop shops..) and communication about whatś required in applications.
3. WG 3- Fernando – PV, Solar thermal and concentrated solar power

Fernando’s WG still has some work to do under Topic 1, the deadline for finalisation of this work is end of June.

Findings Topic 2:

	Subject (sector – pls indicate if not of general nature)
	Possible

to

transfer?
	cross-cutting?
	Bottleneck(s) addressed?

	Simplification of administrative procedures for small installations

(solar) (by Navarre)


	Maybe
	
	Procedures are too lengthy


	Subject (sector – pls indicate if not of general nature)
	Possible

to

transfer?
	cross-cutting?
	Bottleneck(s) addressed?

	Lack of information regarding grid capacity


	Yes
	
	WG3? Will try to find a solution

	RES quotas (Spain)


	
	
	


Fernando mentioned the fact that some regions do not have energy plan, whereas others already have energy plans in place. He suggested to upload the existing regional energy plans to the website to everyone can use them. Fernando proposed to use part of the shared costs budget to translate the energy plans into English. Jennifer said that this decision was up to the whole partnership, as a translation of an Energy plan might not benefit all regions. Therefore, this question could be discussed within the SC. 

Rafael Cupido (Castilla y Leon Energy Agency) and Fernando Senas Bea raised the issue of non-existing legislation which supports the integration of small-scale PV installations in houses into the electricity system. There is a need for clear rules obliging the electricity companies to support electricity coming from PV installations in houses. This lack of legislation represents a constraint to further developing the PV sector. If compared with electricity, PV installations can be after 4 or 5 years, cheaper than to buy. According to Fernando, electric companies’ do include such electricity in their grids, for instance in the Netherlands and in the U.S.

� Every Region which already has a regional strategie is meant to send this to the group and make a one-page summary as soon as possible. It would be good to translate the non-english versions into english.





Jennifer Meinicke, Investitionsbank Schleswig-Holstein
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