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Dear reader, 

we are very pleased to  present you with the first issue of the ReNewTown project 

newsletter. ReNewTown is an acronym for the longer project title which is “New Post-

Socialist City: Competitive and Attractive”. This project was brought to life by 8 

partners from the Central European area. We joined forces for the 3rd Call under the 

European Territorial Cooperation Objective with the purpose to identify, improve and 
transfer the best solutions for creation of more balanced territorial development within 

towns and cities in the former socialist countries.  

This newsletter will keep you up to date on our ideas  and activities. If you at any 

stage feel you can contribute to the better project implementation, please contact us. 

We are looking forward to hearing from you, 

ReNewTown Project Team 

ReNewTown
New post-socialist city: Competitive and Attractive
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R e N e w T o w nProject background  

Over 300 million people in the CEE live in the areas impacted by socialist era 

one way or another. Close to 2/3 of them live in cities and towns often with 

districts created and fast developing in the socialist period. This is the case of 

Krakow in Poland, Prague and Ústí nad Labem in the Czech Republic, Velenje in 

Slovenia and Hnusta in the Slovak Republic. Districts of these cities and towns 

face problems resulting from shortage of space for, and lack of, local cultural and 

social events, poor conditions and quality of buildings and public spaces between 

blocks of flats, unemployment and low number of enterprises in the districts, 
depressing appearance of socialist architecture, low identification with the place of 

living by the local citizens, and, last but not least, lack of ideas for new/modern 

functions of public buildings created in the socialist era. 

Project general objective 

The main project objective is to create a more balanced territorial development within 

towns and cities in the former socialist countries by reducing existing disparities 

between districts. We aim to reduce these disparities by enhancing the quality of 

life in urban areas in districts with socialist burden.  

Expected result 

The main project result be the creation of a solid ground for balanced territorial 

development within cities and towns with socialist burden in the former socialist 

Countries. Domestic and international support that will be channeled in through the 

ReNewTown project represent key elements to achieve it. 

Introduction the project 
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R e N e w T o w n

Project objectives 
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q Creation of a model for development of cultural and social offer in districts 

with socialist burden (Nowa Huta in Kraków). 

q Identification of ideas (models) to improve conditions and quality of public 

spaces between blocks of flats (Velenje). 

q  Creation of a model of entrepreneurship development in districts with 

socialist burden (Prague). 

q  Identification of model solutions for improving appearance of socialist 

architecture (making its visual aspects more attractive). 

q  Identification of ways to reinforce the feeling of identity the local population 

has with their place of living (Nowa Huta in Kraków, Velenje, Hnusta). 

q Identification of ideas for new/modern functions of public buildings created 

in the socialist era (Nowa Huta in Kraków, Prague, Hnusta). 

 

Velenje, Slovenia Hnúšťa, Slovakia Ústí region, Czech Republic
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Lead project partner

Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Geography and Spatial Organization
Location: Poland, Warsaw

Project partners

The C.K. Norwid Culture Centre
Location: Poland, Cracow

Municipality of Velenje
Location: Slovenia, Velenje

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology 
Location: Germany, Karlsruhe

Prague 11 Metropolitan District
Location: Czech Republic, Praha 4

Regional Development Agency of Usti Region 
Location: Czech Republic, Ústí nad Labem

Agency for development of Gemer region
Location: Slovakia, Hnúšťa

University of Ljubljana
Location: Slovenia, Ljubljana
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Project partners contact information 
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Name: Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Geography and Spatial Organization

Lead project partner

Address: Twarda Street 51/55 , 00-818 Warsaw, Poland

Internet address: www.igipz.pan.pl 

Project Coordinator: Magdalena Wątorska-Dec

Telephone no:  +48 22 860 67 88 or +48 503 152 912

Email address: decmagda@twarda.pan.pl 

Scientific Manager Prof. Grzegorz Węcławowicz

Telephone no: +48 697 88 25 or +48 603 353 797

Email address: g.wecla@twarda.pan.pl

Communication Manager: Adam Bierzyński

Telephone no: +48 783 329 715

Email address: adamb@twarda.pan.pl

Name: The C.K. Norwid Culture Centre

Address: Os. Górali 5, 31-959 Cracow, Poland

Internet address: www.okn.edu.pl 

Local Coordinator: Małgorzata Hajto

Telephone no: +48 12 644 27 65

Email address: m.hajto@okn.edu.pl 

Name: Municipality of Velenje

Address: Titov trg 1, 3320 Velenje, Slovenia

Internet address: http://www.velenje.si  or  http://www.velenje.si/en/597 

Local Coordinator: Marko Govek

Telephone no: + 386 (0)3 8961 548 or +386 (0)41 783 652

Email address: marko.govek@velenje.si 

Name: Karlsruhe Institute of Technology

Address: Weberstrasse 5, 3640 Karlsruhe, Germany

Internet address: http://www.kit.edu or  http://www.itas.fzk.de/home_e.htm

Local Coordinator: Krassimira Paskaleva-Shapira

Telephone no: +49 (0) 7247 / 82 – 2501

Email address: krassimira.paskaleva@kit.edu
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Name: Prague 11 Metropolitan District 

Address: Ocelikova 672, 149 41 Praha 4, Czech Republic

Internet address: www.praha11.cz 

Local Coordinator: Jiří Kocánek

Telephone no: +420222364561 or +420777214093

Email address: jiri.kocanek@promaco.cz

Name: Regional Development Agency of Usti Region, PLC

Address: Velká Hradební 3118/48, 400 02 Ústí nad Labem, Czech Republic

Internet address: www.rra.cz

Local Coordinator Dana Krejsová

Telephone no: +420 475 200 016

Email address: krejsova@rra.cz

Communication Manager: Bohumil Bocian

Telephone no: +420 476 206 538 or +420 604 231 742

Email address: bocian@rra.cz

Name: Agency for development of Gemer region

Address: Vansovej 711, 981 01 Hnúšťa, Slovakia

Internet address: www.rozvojgemera.sk

Local Coordinator: Monika Vaškovičová

Telephone no: + 421 948 001 079

Email address: monika.vaskovicova@rozvojgemera.sk

Name: Faculty of Economics, University of Ljubljana

Address: Kardeljeva pl. 17, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

Internet address: http://www.ef.uni-lj.si 

Local Coordinator: Irena Ograjensek

Telephone no: +386 1 5892 505

Email address: irena.ograjensek@ef.uni-lj.si
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