


























The Restoration Project “The 
Rescued Cultural Heritage of the 

Old Town of Most”

Dr. Jitka Šrejberová – Dr. Adam Šrejber



The project is planned by the Ústí Region in 
cooperation with the Regional Museum and 
Gallery in Most. The Ústí Region is a regional 
authority with specific competences and 
administration. It is setting up the most important 
organisations and institutions in the north-west 
Bohemia and is an owner of collections which are 
preserved in its museums and art museums. The 
region is planning a project of the restoration of 
large-format paintings which originate from 
buildings of the demolished historic city Most. The 
artworks in question are deposited in the collection 
of the Regional Museum and Gallery in Most. 



Most / Brüx - Historic City of the North-West
Bohemia (its relicts with a decanal church)  

Source: Wikipedia



Most is a city in the Ústí Region of the Czech Republic. 
It is situated between the Central Bohemian Uplands 
and the Ore Mountains. The name "Most" means 
"bridge" in Czech. The German name for Most is Brüx 
(derived from the German word for "bridge", Brücke). 
It is based on the system of bridges that crossed the 
swamps in this area on a trade route between Prague 
and Freiberg (Saxony) in the early Middle Ages. The 
historic city had a benefit from the trade first of all. It 
has been known for its heavy industry since the 19th

century. The coal mining was a reason of the extinction 
of the historic city.



Most / Brüx – Historic City

Source: Wikipedia



Most / Brüx - Demolition

Source: Wikipedia



The demolition of the historic city Most began in 
1965. It was started by a decision of the former 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic in 1964. The 
demolition lasted until the 1st of April 1987. The old 
town Most had a closed historic centre with many 
historic buildings dated into the Middle Ages. Many 
of them were protected as a immovable cultural 
heritage and the town had a specific genius loci. Its 
historic urban landscape was highly-valued and the 
town could have been characterized as a pearl at 
the foothills of the Ore Mountains.  



The most important salvaged building: Decanal 
church of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary 

Source: Wikipedia



Although the historic centre was completely destroyed to make room for the 
expanding lignite mines, it was decided to save the church by moving it away 
from mining area. The transfer was overseen by the firm Transfera Praha, an 
organisation of the Czech Ministry of Culture. The preparation work lasted 
seven years, as it was also necessary to demolish all houses in the transfer 
path and fill in the former opencast mine. 

53 transport trucks were set on special rails, which were inserted under all 
statically important points of the building. These transport trucks worked 
using computer controlled hydraulics, as were four booms used to pull the 
church. During movement of the church on the road section, rails which had 
already been passed over were moved from behind the building to in front of 
it, allowing them to be used again. 

Between September 30 and October 27, 1975, the church was moved a 
distance of 841.1 meters at a velocity of 1–3 centimeters per minute to the 
vicinity of the old hospital with a small church of the Holy Spirit, and it was 
set on an iron-concrete two-storied foundation. After the move was 
completed, restoration work went on until 1988, and the church was 
consecrated again in 1993. (English Version via Wikipedia)



The cultural heritage in the Czech Republic

The preservation of the cultural heritage is 
concentrated in the agenda of the Czech Ministry of 
Culture. There are three sections for the material 
cultural heritage: 

1) cultural heritage preservation, 
2) collections and museums, 
3) protection of cultural heritage properties (since 
2017).



(1) Czech Ministry of Culture: Cultural Heritage 
Preservation Section
- Administration and Cooperation
- Law
- Control
- Analysis, Conceptions, Documents
- Cultural Heritage Found
- Grants
- Restoration (licences)
- Archaeology
- National Heritage Institute – the Central 
Register of Cultural Heritage
etc.



National Heritage Conservation System (CZ) based on the Act 
No. 20 of 1987 Coll., Law on National Heritage Conservation
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(2) Czech Ministry of Culture: Collections and 
Museums Section
- Administration and Cooperation
- Law
- Analysis, Conceptions, Documents
- Methodology
- Central Registry of Collections (CES in Czech)
- Grants
- Integrated system of conservation of movable 
cultural heritage
- Museum centres 
etc.



Czech Collections and Museums – the 
Act No. 122 of 2000 Coll., Law on the 
protection of collections of a museum 
nature



Ústí Region – Museums and Galleries

- 5 museums, 3 galleries and 1 mixed 
organization (museum and gallery)
- established by the Ústí Region



The Regional Museum and Gallery in Most

This regional organisation was founded as a 
German Municipal Museum in 1888 and its art 
collection is one of the largest of the Ústí Region. 
Its foundation is built on a collection of artworks 
rescued during the adaptation of the interior of 
the decanal church in Most in the 1880s, and the 
activities of the local Association of Friends of the 
Museum.



Source: Wikipedia



ABOUT COLLECTION
1) an  important role of the museum in the preservation of 
cultural heritage of the old town Most;
2) a museum building has been declared as a protected cultural 
heritage since 1994 – it is a relict of the old town Most and was 
built as a German boys‘ high school according plans of architects 
Adolf Schwarzer and Otto Reinhardt between 1911–1913;
3) some of protected cultural heritage properties and relicts of 
the historic city Most are a part of a museum collection;
4) the old town Most is animated on the basis of these relicts;
5) the rich fine art collection in the context with the museum 
building is used for telling a story about the extinct town;
6) in the collection there are drawings, graphics, paintings in 
connection with Most and transfers of wall paintings, sculpture 
and carvings which decorated the defunct buildings of the 
historic city.



Source: OMGM



Target: "The object of the aforementioned project is artworks 
salvaged from buildings of the old town of Most. It was 
sequentially demolished between the 1960s and 1980s as a 
result of local coal mining. Although the highly-valuable 
architectural heritage of the old town of Most, of which only a 
small part — including the relocated decanal church — was 
possible to preserve, has disappeared irrevocably, it is 
attempting to protect and take good care of the cultural 
heritage retrieved from the defunct buildings. The project 
focuses on the art collection of the museum, of which 
preferentially selected for restoration were large-format 
Baroque paintings from the churches of Most, as well as a 
large-format canvas by the famous Czech painter Alphonse 
Mucha from the banking house."



Unknown Baroque painter, 
The Death of the Monk Paul 
from Pedona in 1573 (UOM 
0689), 18th century?, oil on 
canvas, 205 x 131 cm, origin: 
Most, the church of Piarists 
(original church of The Order 
of St Mary Magdalene 
/Magdalenerinnen/ on the 
IIIrd Place in Most)

Source: OMGM



Most, 1971, a picture is examined in a museum before its 
conservation and integration into a collection (Source: OMGM)



Unknown Czech Baroque 
painter, The Assassination of 
Saint Wencesla(u)s (UOM 0882), 
1750–1770, oil on canvas, 150 x 
240 cm, origin: Most, the 
church of Piarists (original 
church of The Order of St Mary 
Magdalene /Magdalenerinnen/ 
on the IIIrd Place in Most)

Source: OMGM



Ignaz Raab, The Nativity 
and Adoration of the Magi 
(UOM 0883), 1760–1770, 
oil on canvas, 275 x 467 
cm, protected cultural 
heritage, origin: Most, the 
church of Piarists (original 
church of The Order of St 
Mary Magdalene 
/Magdalenerinnen/ on 
the IIIrd Place in Most), the 
scene according Antonio 
da Correggio

Source: OMGM



Antonio da Correggio, 
Adoration of the Magi (The 
Holy Night), 1522–1530, 
oil on panel (poplar), 
256,5 x 188 cm, Dresden, 
Gemäldegalerie, Alte 
Meister

Source: Wikipedia



Unknown Czech Baroque 
painter, Ecstasy of Saint Teresa
(UOM 0884), 1697–1700, oil 
on canvas, 146 x 243 cm, 
protected cultural heritage, 
origin: Most, the church of 
Piarists (original church of The 
Order of St Mary Magdalene 
/Magdalenerinnen/ on the IIIrd

Place in Most), the scene 
according the Czech Baroque 
painter Petr Brandl, a copy of 
his painting Ecstasy of Saint 
Teresa (1697) from the Saint 
Joseph church in Prague

Source: OMGM



Alfons (Alphonse) Mucha, Allegory of Wealth (UOM 
0939), 1937, oil on canvas, 460 x 240 cm, origin: 

Most, the Czech Savings Bank (originally located in 
the square called Ist Place)

Source: Ústí Region



Most, the church of Piarists (church of Seven Joys of the Virgin), 
located in the square called IIIrd Place, postcard from 1901 (Source: 
Fotohistorie.cz, Ivo Petr)



Most, the church of Piarists (church of Seven Joys of the 
Virgin), located in the square called IIIrd Place, its demolition 
in 1972(Source:  private, not specified)



Most, Ist Place, the Czech Savings Bank, picture around 1937, Czech 
functionalism (Josef Havlíček, 1932–1934) (Source: OMGM)



Main activities and outputs of the project:

(1) restoration of large-format paintings from demolished buildings of the 
old town of Most and their presentation;
(2) cooperation in the field of the conservation science (including 
laboratory research), art conservation and restoration in process 
(universities), a laboratory research, where it is needed - in cooperation 
with the Academic Laboratory of the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague;
(3) art history research, archive research and bibliography, developing the 
scientific knowledge and presentation of the cultural heritage of the old 
town of Most; 
(4) educational activities for 1/ primary, as well as secondary schools, 2/ a 
local community, as well as local Roma minority (lectures);
(5) methodology for the museum staff of the Ústí Region;
(6) publications (about 2, no more than 3);
(7) publicity, including a panel exhibition on the project accompanied by a 
workshop;
(8) cooperation with the community: mapping of historic iconography 
(photos, drawings, etc.) of exteriors and interiors of demolished buildings 
not only from which the artworks originate.



Plan view of a future permanent exhibition (red rectangle): in the room Nr 1 
Mucha, in the room Nr 2 The Death of the Monk Paul from Pedona in 1573 and 
Ecstasy of Saint Teresa; The Assassination of Saint Wencesla(u)s will alternate 
Ecstasy of Saint Teresa; the piece of work by Mucha will be a base of the future 
permanent exhibition and it will be restored in the room Nr 1 with an 
accompanying educational programme. (Gallery project: M. Turic 2019)
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Source: OMGM



Ignaz Raab, The Nativity 
and Adoration of the Magi 
(UOM 0883), 1760–1770, 
275 x 467 cm, will be lent 
into an interior of the 
chateau Nový Hrad by 
Jimlín

Source: OMGM



Chateau called „Nový Hrad“ by Jimlín. Source: Village Jimlín.







COOPERATION on the project

Generally:
- partner role – consulting, scientific and 
educational;
- field of interest – conservation science, art 
conservation and preservation and 
presentation of the cultural heritage 

In detail: the subject of a common discussion. 



Thank you for your attention!


